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True Religion; though their Sins have do far taken Poſſeſſion | 
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Inadyvertency; and the Approach of Death, the King of Ter- 
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ſon to its Sovereign Command, and awakened: their Senſes 
to a juſt 8 of Things; Then will they be ſure to 
ſee the Folly of No Religion, when perhaps it will be too late 
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we /erve the Lord in the Morning, the Gods which our Fathers 
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if for fear of loſing our ſelves; or under the Pretence of deli 
berating which way to Chaſe, we ſtand till; and inſtead of ad- 
vancing, turn back, quite contrary to the Divine Command; we 
Reap the juſt Reward of our wilful Diſobedience, and become 
2 laſting Monument of our own Folly and Idlenefs, If there. 
fore a Man be ſo unhappy as not to be clearly ſettled in the 
Foundations of his Opinions in Religion, I conceive the ſafeſt 
Method would be to adhere firmly to that which he ſinds E. 
ſtabliſn'd in the Nation whereunto he belongs; till he is per- 
fectly ſatisfied, that it is contrary to the Will of God, and ſuch 
as he cannot continue in without Sin. Net that Þiplead for 
an implicit Obedience, but to have him Exerciſe that Diſcern- 
iag Faculty which God has given him to diſtinguiſh between . 
Truth an Error: And, with the Noble Bereans, to ſearch 
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ſtand the Teſt ot the molt Critical Enquiry, Continue in it. 
and make no further Trials. Hola faſt: that which in good. And 
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makes any Choice. Or whv, pretending to be under the Diſ. 
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his Time Idly and Inſigniſicantly, and never ferves the Lord 
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Il. Fourthly, Norwithſtanding' Joſbaa here gives the I- 
raelites Liberty to Chuſe their Religion, yet no Ter. tion or 
Liberty of Conſeience, granted by the Secular Power, 
can Excuſe Thoſe from being Schiſmaticks, Who ä 
Tr af tes a e 4 IR 


Arines and Opinions of your Fallible Guides, by the Infallible 


Lund ren dali, would:they-nog/think your have been Caf 
ry of Schi or 'Apbſtacyj-i thus Deſerting the Lend? 
Without doubt they would; and Fer Joſban, by Bidding! 


roga 


Prei at WOE TL S. 


Fo eput the Caſe that the I/raetires, upon this Leave 


of the Flood, or ſetv'd the Gods of the'' &norites0in' whoſe? 


them Chaſe whom they would ſerve, ſeemꝰd to give them. Li- 


betty to forſake God. He left them to their own:Diſcre-! 
tion) He made ruſe. of no violent Methods to compel them 
to che! Worſhip of the” Almighty!” 
Gtranted them à Liberty o Conſcience: They might fete: 
the Lordi they would; if not, they might Worſhip whom: 
they Pleaſed; He offer'd no Inducements to mabe them 
Adhere to God, or forſake him, but ſubmitted the Whole 
Matter to their ow]n Wills, und leſt them ro Act accorudling 
to their Conſeiences But notwithſtanding this ſeeming 
Tours ib; it was moſt certainly their Duty Conſtantiy to 
Serve the Lord; and if they had forſaken Him, they would 
have been Guilty of a Great Sin before God. For the 
Law againſt-Adolatry, and ſerving Fulſe Gods, Was ſtill ia 
Force; T hat had been given by God, and could not be Ab- 
tech or Difpens'd with? by Jeb, And had tlie . 
elite hei eupon quitted the Service of the Lord, their In- 
gratitude had not been the leſs but the greater: Fo it would 
have Aggtavated their Baſe Deſertion, that they för ſook a Gd, 
who after He had oblig*d them ſo far, that He might have 
demanded. the moſt Implicit Obedience from them, yet. 
required no more, than what their on Ta partial Judg- 
ment would tell them was Fit and Reaſonable to be done. 
And ſo it is at this Time among us; Teannor' doubt but it is 
the Duty of Civil Magiſtrates to e Guardians and Protectors- 
of Religion and Tuthj as Welhabof Mens Civil Rights and Li- 
berties; and to uſe their Po Wer td Wards Enforcing Spiritu. 
nporal? Rut if the Number or Ob. 
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ſtinacy of Diſobedient Subjects ſhould: at any time render 
it Imprudent for them to exert their Juſt Authority ; if} 
in hopes to reclaim them hy Methods of Kindneſs and For- 
bearance, they ſhould think fit to leave Men to the Direction 
of their own qudgments; pet can they not herehy take 
off any Anteoedent Obligation, ariſing from the Commands 
of God, or the Nature ef things. Their Power extends 
no farther than to Diſcharge us from that Obligation 
which They themſelves laid upon us. If therefore Union in 
Profeſſion ofthe True Faith and Worſhip, be in it ſelf Neceſſa- 
ry to the Support of Chris Church, and as neceſſarily 
Enjoinꝰd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; no Abrogation of Tempo- 
ral Laws or Temporal Penalties can diſcharge Chriſtians fromm 
the Conſtant Obſetvation of this Duty. That it is ſuch a 
Duty, no one, that is competentiy acquainted with Holy 
Seripture or the Practice of the Primitive Church, can 
Doubt: And then what Humane Legiſlature can remove the 
D Obligation of a Divine Law, and which conſequently i: 
oſb a Superiour Authority and Congaizance? The Subject 
may be Acquitted, but the Chriſtian ſtands Oblig'd; and. 
it he act Contrary, muſt expect 0 be Accountable to that 
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What fhall I ſay 2 Methinks-I am pts with Ridiculous 
Abſurdities, and Wild- Hypotheſes, as inconſiſtent as the Dreams of 
17 Men, or the Fancies of theſe Entbhuſiaſt; And which of them 
on Chuſe, when your Eternal Welfare depends upon the Choice? — 
: Neither , you will ſay ;, But, with the Children of Iſrael, we will ſerve 
the Lord, and adhere to bis Primitive, Holy, 4 poſtolical Church E- 
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